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SUB J : CLEARANCE REQUEST FOR NASA AIRCRAFT 
REF: (A) STATE 72008 (B) GUATEMALA 1920 

1 . THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED TWO ADDITIONAL REQUESTS FOR NASA 
CV-990 SERVICES. ONE IS FROM THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR 
AGRARIAN TRANSFORMATION. ITS FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT REQUESTS 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE "FRANJA TRANSVERSAL" AREA. THIS AREA CON- 
SISTS OF THE ZONE BORDERED TO THE NORTH BY THE COORDINATES 

16 DEGREES 04' 22.92 AND TO THE SOUTH BY 15 DEGREES 35' 

LATITUDE. BEGINNING WITH 88 DEGREES 45' ON THE EASTERN LIMIT 
AND PROCEEDING TO 91 DEGREES 10' LONGITUDE AT THE WESTERN 
LIMIT. THE REQUEST STATES: 

2. "THE "FRANJA TRANSVERSAL" IS PROPOSED AS THE LOCATION FOR 
VARIOUS COLONIZATION PROGRAMS. AND THE INSTITUTE IS IN CHARGE 
OF PREPARING NATURAL RESOURCE AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC STUDIES OF 
THE AREA. SPECIFICALLY, WE ARE INTERESTED IN PHOTOGRAPHY 
WHICH COULD PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 
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1. TOPOGRAPHY OF THE AREA, INCLUDING LOCATION OF SWAMPS, 
ZONES SUBJECT TO FLOODING, AND KARST OUTCROPPINGS. 

2. TYPES OF EXISTING VEGETATIVE COVER. 

3. LOCATION OF EXISTING SETTLEMENTS AND EXTENT OF AREA 
PRESENTLY UNDER CULTIVATION. 

4. EXISTING ROADS AND TRAILS. 
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3. THE INSTITUTE IS INTERESTED IN BLACK AND WHITE PANACHROMATIC 
PHOTOS OF A MINIMUM SCALE OF 1:30,000. A SCALE OF 1:20,000 
WOULD BE BEST FOR OUR PURPOSES. IT IS BELIEVED THAT INFRA- 
RED PHOTOGRAPHY WOULD ALSO BE EXTREMELY VALUABLE IF IT COULD 
BE TAKEN SIMULTANEOUSLY AND ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE MADE WITH 
NASA FOR INFRA-RED PROCESSING. 

4. ASSUMING THE COSTS RELATED TO THESE SERVICES ARE AS 
ADVANTAGEOUS AS HAVE BEEN SUGGESTED, THE INSTITUTE IS ANXIOUS 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED BY THE NASA AIR- 
CRAFT AND EQUIPMENT. SINCE THE AREA TO BE PHOTOGRAPHED IS 
RELATED TO BILATERAL PROIECT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF GUATE- 
MALA AND THE AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (AID), 

THE GOVERNMENT WILL AUTHORIZE THE USE OF AID LOAN FUNDS TO 
COVER NASA'S COSTS." 

5. AN ADDITIONAL REQUEST (SEE REF B) HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM 
THE NATIONAL FORESTRY INSTITUTE. FOR PURPOSES OF FORESTRY 
INVENTORY, THE INSTITUTE WOULD LIKE PHOTOGRAPHIC COVERAGE 
SHOWING AN AREA OF 10,000 SQUARE KILOMETERS IN AN AREA KNOWN 
AS COBAN-POLOCHIC. THE OBJECTIVE IS TO OBTAIN PHOTOS AND 
OTHER TECHINCAL DATA FOR DETERMINING THE TYPE OF FORESTS, 

THEIR DENSITY, ALTITUDE, AND COMPOSITION FOR THE NATIONAL 
FORESTRY INVENTORY. MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTION WILL BE 
AVAILABLE AT THE INSTITUTO GEOGRAFICO NACIONAL DE GUATEMALA. 
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6. THE PROJECT CITED IN REF B AND THE TWO MENTIONED ABOVE ARE 
POSSIBLE PROGRAMS TO DEVELOP FULL UTILIZATION OF THE NASA 
CV-990 WHILE IN GUATEMALA. FURTHER DETAILS MUST, OF COURSE, 

BE DISCUSSED WITH THE AIRCRAFT COMMANDER AS TO FEASIBILITY AND 
BE COORDINATED WITH THE INSTITUTO GEOGRAFICO. IN OTHER 
WORDS, THEY ARE POTENTIAL PROJECTS. SEVERAL OTHERS MAY BE 
SUGGESTED THROUGH THE INSTITUTO GEOGRAFICO. 

BOSTER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SURVEILLANCE, AIRCRAFT OVERFLIGHTS, FLIGHT CLEARANCES, INFRARED EQUIPMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 04 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978GUATEM01991 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780145-1138 
Format: TEL 
From: GUATEMALA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780496/aaaaddov.tel 

Line Count: 103 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 49b709b7-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NASA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 72008, 78 GUATEMALA 1920 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3085055 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CLEARANCE REQUEST FOR NASA AIRCRAFT 
TAGS: TSPA, GT, US, NASA 

To: STATE AMES RESH CTR MOFFETT FIELD CA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/49b709b7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



